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Linux Clustering: Building and Maintaining Linux Clusters provides Linux users with information

about building their own Linux cluster from the ground up. It gives best practices, helpful hints, and

guidelines about building one server or hundreds of servers at a level that administrators at any

experience level can understand.  From installation of the air conditioning and power in the data

center, to alternative file systems to the final production run, this book provides you with everything

that you need to know. Linux Clustering: Building and Maintaining Linux Clusters walks you through

the initial design and selection of the best possible types of clusters, as well as covering monitoring

tools and providing for disaster recovery. Not only does this book provide information on parallel and

Beowulf type clusters, Charles Bookman goes into depth on high availability clusters, load

balancing, and provides advice for writing your own distributing applications as well. Incorporating

best practices and cutting-edge approaches, Bookman provides step-by-step and tried-and-true

methods of bringing up a Linux cluster to production level.
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The book is divided into eleven chapters, unevenly distributed among three sections: an overview of

clustering for Linux, building clusters, and maintaining clusters. Four appendices provide brief

information about online clustering resources, options for RedHat's "Kickstart," options for DHCP,

and information on "Condor ClassAd Machine Attributes."Bookman provides a central piece of

wisdom that no system administrator should ignore: redundancy. In the case of high availability



clusters, parts redundancy is the name of the game, but one should not forget the human

component; no administrator should be caught with only a cell phone-keep a pager just in case.

However, in a post-modern turn that might seem brilliant if it were applied in a work of fiction rather

than a technical book, the author seems to apply the concept of redundancy to the text itself.That

the book began not as a book but rather as a collection of talks or presentations, or some other

smaller format, is evidenced by the repetition of information between chapters and sections. Such

nearly poetic repetitions also occur within sentences and paragraphs (e.g. "nightly backups each

night" on page 25).An editor never looked at Linux Clustering; the book had two "technical

reviewers" but their contributions didn't include fixing mangled syntax and strained "style." On page

14 in the second paragraph a large segment of a sentence from the previous page is pasted into

another sentence, resulting in a nonsensical block of text. The number of hyphenation, syntax, word

choice, and subject-verb agreement errors is atrocious and makes the book difficult to read.
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